
FINAL DECLARATION

We, the Youth delegates of the first NMC World 
Youth Meeting on sustainable development, are 
committed to share a common vision and to 
implement the Action Plans related to the 12 

following priorities we choose for our future.



1.CHOOSING TOGETHER, CHOOSING WELL, 
CHOOSING (IN) TIME

We commit to using our energy and resources to 
make youth participation a reality! We will 
advocate and cooperate with all actors involved 
to create or improve mechanisms for effective 
youth participation in decision-making.  We will 
use our collective experience to build the 
necessary skills for youth to participate, mainly necessary skills for youth to participate, mainly 
by linking formal and non formal education. We 
will foster partnerships and find innovative ways 
to share information and showcase successful 
case studies. We will not stand still! We will 
defend a culture of transparency and put our 
enthusiasm and dynamism into raising 
awareness about the benefits of youth 
participation.



2. BUILDING EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES MEANS 
CREATING A DECENT FUTURE

Gender inequality is one of the major root causes 

for human rights violations and discrimination all 

over the world. There are many obstacles to 

achieve true gender equality, such as the social 

constructions and negative stereotyping of 

gender, gender based violence, lack of political gender, gender based violence, lack of political 

and civil participation of women and unequal 

distribution of resources and education. Gender 

inequality affects both women and men , and 

even when in this workshop we focused 

particularly on the equal opportunities for 

women. Actions should be addressed to both men 

and women. 



3.KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS NECESSARY TO LIVE IN DIGNITY AT 
THE DAWN OF THE 21ST CENTURY DEVELOP SOUND HUMAN 
CAPITAL FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

We, the Youth of the NMC believe that education is vital for the 
sustainable development of communities and the creation of a 
human rights based global society. Education should allow us to 
enhance our quality of life, and should provide the means to 
improve human skills, technology, infrastructure and the policies 
of public and private sectors. It should contribute to social and of public and private sectors. It should contribute to social and 
economical equality, and environmental sustainability. We 
commit ourselves as agents of change to contribute at the local 
level with concrete actions and to make all stakeholders aware 
that they must take responsibility. We must lead by example and 
remember that the present and the future are in our hands.

The construction of more educational institutions and facilities 
(schools, libraries, etc) is needed 



4.LEARNING BY EXPERIENCES FOR A NEW RESPONSIBLE WORLD 
CITIZENSHIP

Education is for ALL, but when there are millions of children who 
haven’t seen a book, women who cannot read nor write and 
individuals whose rights are being abused because they cannot 
understand, we must find more ways to respond. The NFE or 
non-formal education system is an organized and sustained 
educational activity that does not exactly correspond to formal 
education. NFE works as a supplement to formal education. In education. NFE works as a supplement to formal education. In 
certain cases where no school system is present or, if present, 
challenges like poverty, calamity, war and discrimination hinder 
formal education, non-formal education is the only alternative. 
There is a need on behalf of all stakeholders, the people, to 
increase recognition of non-formal education to provide 
alternative opportunities for learners to acquire both life and 
career building skills. As citizens of the world, we must endeavor 
to ensure that by 2015, everyone would have access to at least 
basic education (literacy).



5.POVERTY SHOULD NOT BE A FATE

Our vision /mission is to reduce poverty  
worldwide, especially amongst youth by:

• fostering public, private, community and 
institutional partnerships;

• creating local projects that are globally 
relevant;relevant;

• enhancing accessibility to education;

• encouraging innovation and 
entrepreneurship to increase employment. 



6.A DECENT JOB IS A RIGHT; CHILD LABOUR IS A FORM 
OF VIOLENCE

The elimination of child labour needs a multifaceted 
approach which includes but is not limited to:

The need to develop and enforce culture sensitive laws 
and policies through National Action Plans. Namely, 
considering children engaged in the WFCL as a 
criminal offence, the introduction of quality and 
considering children engaged in the WFCL as a 
criminal offence, the introduction of quality and 
accessible universal primary education,  the right to 
decent work and fair wages for adults.  Also as 
important is the raising of awareness on the 
implication and consequences of child labour and the 
importance of educating the girl child, and where 
children are removed from the WFCL, establish 
adequate reintegration programmes for them. 



7.CRIMINAL FINANCE  HINDERS HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT

The workshop participants strongly believe that 
the major priorities for the struggle against 
organised crime revolve around cultural change –
this must be brought about through 
comprehensive inter-sectoral collaboration to 
develop educational and economic changes.  develop educational and economic changes.  

This can be implemented through awareness-
raising campaigns, public consultation in policy-
making and government and I/NGO's working in 
cooperation. Especially important would be that 
organisations represented here should work 
together!



8.NECESSARY, USEFUL, SURPLUS, SUPERFLUOUS

An appraisal of Consumer Behaviour towards 
achieving Conscious, Responsible Consumption 
and a Sustainable Human Society 



9.COOLING DOWN THE CITY-HEAVY PLANET

More that 50 % of the world’s population live in 
urban areas. Our main agenda in providing a 
better quality of life for the citizens of the world 
starts with targeted awareness campaigns, 
capacity building programs, revised urban 
planning, inspiring educational methods, efficient 
waste management systems, efficient use of 
energy resources, and improved institutional energy resources, and improved institutional 
cooperation, on the basis of sustainable practices 
and environmental aspects. This has to begin 
from the local level, within the cities, by the 
cities’ dwellers.

Creating a YouGA (Youth for Green Actions) 
Network which aims at engaging youth in 
common environmental activities and experience 
sharing.



10. WATER: FUNDAMENTAL FOR LIFE BUT A 
LIMITED RESOURCE

We, the youth at the NMC conference, declare 
that water, as source of life, is a human and 
inalienable right. We keep on expressing the 
same ideas of the People's Water Forum about 
our commitment for public and responsible 
access to water for all people. For all these 
reasons we demand a public and socially reasons we demand a public and socially 
participated governance, and we object to all 
forms of water privatization in every time and 
place. We suggest to achieve these objectives, 
where necessary, through petitions to 
governments in order to make privatization of 
water and hydro services illegal.



11. A DECENT ROOF AND RIGHT TO FOOD SAFETY 
FOR A DIGNIFIED LIFE

We believe that:

the problem of food sovereignty can be abated by 
access to land for indigenous people across the 
world.

that strong civic institutions are the ideal that strong civic institutions are the ideal 
platform for an equitable housing policy that 
ensures efficient use of economic, material and 
human resources. 

providing access to local, dignified jobs for the 
rapidly increasing youth population is a priority in 
order to create a solid basis for further problem-
solving. 



12.FLEEING TO SEEK A FUTURE

Through an integrated approach to migration 
that considers the media, educational tools, the 
role of youth and government and policies, we 
have the opportunity to both ensure safe 
migration and tackle the very root of the process. 
Youth should be a central component to all action Youth should be a central component to all action 
plans because, through current sensitization, we 
have the opportunity to ensure a better future for 
all. The following paper introduces the main 
talking points and action plans of the above-
mentioned categories. 


